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it up in the Piazza della Signoria It has on the pedestal bronze
bas-reliefs representing the thiee most important episodes
of Cosimo's career: (i) his being given the rule of the State
by the Council of the Foity-eight, (ii) his tiiumphal entry
into Siena on its conquest and incoiporation with Tuscany,
and (lii) his being given the rank of Grand Duke by Pius V.
Having completed and set up the statue of his father,
Ferdinand then set Gian da Bologna to work upon a similar
equestrian statue of himself, that which stands in the Piazza
S. S. Annunziata. This statue has considerable interest, not
only fiom being that rendered celebrated by Robert Brown-
ing's poem of The Statue and the Bust, but also on other
grounds. It is made from the bronze guns captured from the
Turks in the naval victories gained by Ferdinand's fleet, and
bears on the pedestal his private crest, the swarm of bees and
motto "Majestate tantum" The horse very nearly found its
way to Paris, and was the origin of a celebrated statue in that
city. In 1605 Marie de' Medici was anxious to present to
Paris an equestrian statue of her husband, Henry IV, to be
set up on the open ground between the two sections of the
Pont-Neuf. As there was no sculptor in France capable of
such a work, she wrote to her uncle, Ferdinand I, asking that
he would allow Gian da Bologna to execute it. And with this
request she coupled another. As Gian da Bologna was eighty-
one, and the work would take a long time, she asked her uncle
to give her the bronze horse which was then ready to receive
his own statue, and to let another be made for himself. But
Ferdinand declined to accede to this cool request, being
quite as much alive as Marie was to the probability that Gian
da Bologna might not live to complete another bronze horse.
He, however, suggested that the moulds used for casting his
horse might be made use of for that which Marie desired.
This was done; though owing to Gian da Bologna's death it
was nine years before the statue (including both the horse
and the figure of Henry IV24) was completed. Its transport,
by sea from Leghorn to Havre and thence to Paris, was dif-